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Founders Hall  Upgrade Includes New Labs, Innovation  Rooms
Jared Roberts
Centurion Staff

Founded more than 50 years 
ago, Founders Hall was the first 
building constructed on Bucks 
Newtown campus. With the day 
and age we live, everything is 
getting upgraded and it seemed 
to be the right time and place for 
Founders Hall to get a makeover. 

“It is over 50 years old and 
needed a major overhaul- espe-
cially the electrical and HVAC 
system and roof,” said Professor 
Debra Geoghan, the interim 
dean of the STEM department. 
According to the News Releas-
es on the Bucks website, the 
renovations will cost roughly $11 
million. “Once the Science Center 
was opened, the old biology and 
chemistry labs in Founders were 
converted into new facilities that 
support our programs in engi-
neering and health sciences,” she 
stated. The renovations seem to 
be necessary due to the rise in 
modern technology. 

With everything around the 
building changing, the question 
is, what are the biggest changes 
that are going to be in the brand-
new Founders Hall? “Three new 
engineering labs, a new STEM 
learning center, and a new project 
room for innovation.” Geoghan 
continued, “There are new facili-
ties for the programs in the health 
sciences department and a new 
culinary suite. All regular class-
rooms are being renovated. There 
is also new A/V technology in all 
classrooms and labs.” 

Why now? Why, out of the 

past 50 years, is now the right 
time for this renovation? “This 
is partly because we moved the 
biology and chemistry labs to the 
new building, and also because of 
funding,” stated Geoghan.

Although the renovations will 
look beautiful after completion, 
there has been numerous com-
plaints regarding the renovations 
themselves due to the constant 
noise protruding out of the build-
ing during classes. Megan Witt, 

a 19-year-old psychology major 
from Doylestown stated, “The 
noise is annoying, and I can’t 
focus on anything.” Witt contin-
ued to say, “It’s hard to navigate 
the building.” Due to the constant 
construction going on, it seems 
that new pathways are created, 
and old ones are blocked off. 

Brandon Johnson, a 21-year-old 
biology major from Upper South-
ampton had an interesting opinion 
regarding the renovations. He 

went on to say, “The renovations 
currently taking place in Found-
ers Hall have made me have to 
climb more stairs than previously 
required, being that I am fat, I 
was not fond of this change.” 
Certainly seems like a major road-
block for all involved, being that 
unnecessary exercise is the bane 
of all human existence. 

Whatever your opinion may be 
regarding the renovations, it is 
happening. Through months and 

months of construction and heart-
ache, it’ll all pay off in the end. 
New classes, new equipment, and 
new learning opportunities for all 
the types of students that Bucks 
welcomes in. The newly renovat-
ed Founders Hall has no expected 
finish date but, it seems that the 
Fall 2018 semester seems to be 
the target date for opening up the 
doors to new and old students.  

Danny Sands
Centurion Staff

On Thursday, Feb. 8, the Board 
of Trustees approved a new Gov-
ernance and Compliance policy 
that would allow the arming of 
security guards on campus under 
Act 235. 

This new policy will allow 
three security guards, one of them 
being Director of Safety and Se-
curity, Dennis McCauley, to carry 
firearms while on campus. The 
decision to arm guards was initial-
ly proposed as a stronger security 
measure against a possible active 
shooter situation on campus. 

Bucks is not the first college in 
the area to adopt armed guards. 
Many surrounding colleges such 
as Temple University, Drexel 
University, Harrisburg Area Com-
munity College, and Montgomery 
Community College have some 
sort of armed security policy 
in place. Many of these local 
colleges have adopted Act 235, 
which is the same state law that 
will be applied at Bucks.

Act 235 is a PA state law that 

“provides for the training and 
licensing of watch guards, pro-
tective patrolmen, detective and 
criminal investigators, carrying 
and using lethal weapons in their 
employment…” as stated at psp.
pa.gov. 

Many students oppose the 
measure, but some are keen on the 
idea, particularly following the 
recent massacre in Parkland, Fla.

According to the Department of 
Education, there are 1,462 com-
munity colleges across the nation. 
And recently more and more of 
these community colleges have 
been arming their security. 

There is no word on when this 
new policy will go into effect.

Board of Trustees Passes  
Measure to Allow Armed 
Guards on Newtown Campus

Above: The Bucks Board of Trustees 

We Stand With Parkland

Shannon Harrar
Centurion Staff

Last week, on Feb. 14, 2018, 
a 19-year-old named Nikolas 
Cruz entered Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Fla. and opened fire, killing 17 
members of students and faculty. 
This event has become one of the 
10 deadliest mass shootings in 
modern U.S. history.

17 innocents all got out of their 
beds Wednesday morning with 
every right and expectation to 
crawl back into them at the end 
of the day. However, they were 
robbed of that. 

These are those victims:
-Alyssa Alhadef, 14
-Scott Biegel, 35
-Martin Duque Anguiano, 14

-Nicholas Dworet, 17
-Aaron Feis, 37
-Jaime Guttenberg, 14
-Chris Hixon, 49
-Luke Hoyer, 15
-Cara Loughran, 14
-Gina Montalto, 14
-Joaquin Oliver, 17
-Alaina Petty, 14
-Meadow Pollack, 18
-Helena Ramsay, 17
-Alex Schachter, 14
-Carmen Schentrup, 16
-Peter Wang, 15

The Centurion stands in solidar-
ity with the victims, their families, 
the survivors, the community of 
Parkland, and all innocent lives 
that have ever been taken from 
the nonstop gun violence we’ve 
been witnessing in the United 
States.There are no words that can 

be said that could ever make this 
right. Thoughts and prayers do not 
work. What we need is change. 

In the small amount of time that 
has elapsed since this tradgedy, 
the surviving students of the 
Douglas High School shooting 
have taken this opportunity to use 
their voices and demand to be 
heard this time. To make this the 
last mass shooting of its kind, and 
demand reform of gun laws. Ac-
tivism such as school walk outs, 
protests and marches have already 
begun taking place nationwide. 

A March for Our Lives is 
already in the works to be per-
formed on March 24 in Washing-
ton as a part of the “Never Again” 
movement that has sprung up in 
response to Douglas. Because 
students and teachers deserve to 
be safe in their schools.  
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YOUR MAJOR. YOUR PASSION.
YOUR PENN STATE. 
CLOSE TO HOME.

Transfer easily into any one of Penn State Abington’s nineteen 
four-year majors and experience a world-renowned education 
at our suburban campus—just minutes away from Philadelphia:

Accounting

American Studies

Art

Biology

Business

Corporate 
Communication

Criminal Justice

Elementary and 
Early Childhood 
Education

English

Finance

Engineering 
(Multidisciplinary 
Engineering Design)

History

Information Sciences 
and Technology

Integrative Arts

Letters, Arts,  
and Sciences

Psychological and 
Social Sciences

Rehabilitation and 
Human Services

RN to B.S.N.

Science

Transfer scholarships are available for students who sign a 
letter of intent and meet eligibility requirements! Apply today 
at bit.ly/psu-transfer.

Or call 215-881-7836 to schedule an appointment with 
a transfer admissions counselor and we’ll waive your 
application fee.

YOU’RE INVITED! Get to Know Your Major at Penn State Abington 
on Saturday, March 17. Register today at bit.ly/psu-major2018

Matthew Aquino
Centurion Staff

Fake health ads and misleading news are 
becoming more common lately and have 
been clouding the minds of potential flu 
victims all over the world.

While many people have always declined 
to vaccinate their children due to fear of 
needles and time constraints, unsubstantiat-
ed reports by fake websites have stoked the 
concerns of millions more individuals about 
the alleged dangers of vaccination, particu-
larly in Italy and the United States.

Saige Giardina, a 22-year-old student at 
Bucks who majors in psychology has many 
strong opinions on the topic of fake health 
ads and news. 

Saige says that even established websites 
like Cracked.com are beginning to fea-
ture fake health news alongside legitimate 
content, blurring the lines between honest 
reporting and rumor mill conspiracies. 

In addition, news organizations such as the 
Washington Post and Daily Beast include 
“native advertising” on their website- links 
that appear to be news stories but redirect to 
paid web links. More often than not, these 
are sensationalist at best and scams at worst. 
Sage made it clear you can find a list of fake 
health websites on Wikipedia. 

Saige explained “There’s always a bunch 
of ads about how this new superfood or fruit 
combination of things can help cure cancer 
or make doctors mad, or help you lose like 
20 pounds in a week.” She explained that it’s 
easy to tell that the ads are fake because it’s 
all clickbait and it never tells you the product 
in the title of the ad.

When asked if Saige thinks these fake 
health ads are a problem she responded, 
“Well yeah, because people will click on 
it and think what they’re doing is actually 
healthy or ‘tested by doctors’ and they could 
end up seriously affecting their health in 
harmful ways.” She strongly believes that 
anyone should run something by their doctor 
before changing up a medicinal routine or 
diet.

When the topic of flu vaccines arose, Saige 
thinks vaccines should be mandatory and 
that they have been scientifically proven to 
help. She also thinks that anti-vaccine people 
have been influenced by fake news. When 
asked has she come into contact with anyone 
who has been affected or influenced by fake 
health ads and news she responded with “No 
I don’t associate myself with idiots.”

Dr. Connie Corrigan the Dean of Health 
Sciences at Bucks also has experience 
with people’s opinions on whether or not 
they should get the flu vaccine. Corrigan 
explained that “health workers that I have 
worked with and talked to still believe you 
can contract the virus from the vaccine.” 

With a mass amount of people still be-
lieving this it makes sense why fake health 
ads and websites never go away and why it 
doesn’t look like they are ever going away. 
Corrigan said “Millions of people are living 
in the United States and some people already 
can’t naturally get the flu vaccine for a var-
ious amount of reasons including allergies, 
the more people that get the vaccine the 
healthier the country will be and the lower 
the chance of a global epidemic would be.” 

Fake Health News & Ads 
Have the Potential to 
Create a Global Epidemic

Fake news about the flu has spread rapidly during the 2017-18 winter season, according to data 
from Hoaxy, an Indiana University fact-checking project that tracks the spread of misinformation

Danny Sands
Centurion Staff

SpaceX made history on Feb. 6 when 
they successfully launched their Falcon 
Heavy rocket from Kennedy Space Center 
in Cape Canaveral, Florida on its first 
test flight, bringing the company one step 
closer to a journey to Mars. 

The $90 million launch was in many 
ways the first test not just of a rocket, but 
of a looming multi-billion-dollar indus-
try that may change the nature of space 
exploration from a government-run affair 
to something run by multinational corpo-
rations.

Shortly after liftoff, the side boosters 
detached and came hurtling back down to 
Earth, where they landed back upright in 
true SpaceX fashion. 

Reusing the boosters is something 
founder and CEO of SpaceX, Elon Musk, 
has always strived to do. SpaceX first 
successfully landed a first stage booster 
in December of 2015, and they have been 
relanding and reusing their boosters ever 
since.  

“Having boosters that can return and 
land is a huge breakthrough,” said Lynn 
McCarty, a physics professor at Bucks. 
“It’s important because it provides big 
savings: in time, in materials, and in 
construction costs.”  McCarty went on to 
explain that “reusing boosters is not a new 
idea”, but the “feasibility [to reuse rockets] 
has been limited by the amount of comput-
ing power needed to manage the guidance 
for the landing, as well as the technology 
needed to carry it out.”

Elon Musk believes the reusability of the 
boosters is not just cost-effective, but also 
imperative if he wants to go to Mars, stat-
ing that “the revolutionary breakthrough 
will come with rockets that are fully and 
rapidly reusable. We will never con-
quer Mars unless we do that. It’ll be too 
expensive. The American colonies would 
never have been pioneered if the ships that 

crossed the ocean hadn’t been reusable.”
It is customary during a test flight for the 

rocket to carry some sort of payload, usu-
ally a block of cement or steel, but Musk 
thought it would be interesting to put his 
personal “midnight cherry” Tesla Roadster 
sports car as the rocket’s payload. Also 
the owner and CEO of Tesla, Musk had 
the idea of launching his quarter million 
dollar, all-electric sports car out into deep 
space. 

After the Falcon Heavy climbed out of 
Earth’s atmosphere, the Roadster shot out 
of the nose of the rocket, and it now freely 
spinning around in space, on a course 
for the asteroid belt. “It’s just literally a 
normal car in space. Which I kind of like 
the absurdity of that,” Musk said at a press 
conference held after the launch. 

Why is this launch so significant and 
important for the future of space explo-
ration? “I find it notable,” McCarty said, 
“that this venture is by a private company, 
rather than by a government agency. As I 
see it, a privately developed space launch 
program would have increased flexibility 
and speed of development. That’s because 
they are not accountable to the taxpayers 
for the program’s value, as a government 
venture would be.” The $90 million price 
tag of Falcon Heavy may seem expensive 
at first, but it dwindles in comparison to 
NASA’s SLS program (NASA’s mission to 
go to Mars), which has an estimated cost 
of $500 million per launch (Space.com). 

Some commentators have criticized 
the launch, alleging that it has turned 
science into a commercial publicity stunt 
and releasing space junk (like the Tesla 
Roadster) into the solar system that could 
jeopardize the safety of future flights

 “While NASA and SpaceX both have 
goals related to space exploration, I be-
lieve I can say with confidence that NASA 
would never have whimsically placed 
a fairly massive payload (with no real 
scientific value) into an inner system orbit, 
without first considering the future impact 
of doing so,” McCarty concluded.

Musk’s Falcon Heavy Tesla 
Launch Wows Space Pros



Bucks-News.com @Centurion_Bucks

Economy and Jobs
3

CenturionFebruary 22, 2018

Global Financial Market Volatility Portends 
Rising Worker Pay. Fed Chief to Respond?

Nick LaPalombara
Centurion Staff

Chaos has wreaked havoc 
across the stock market floor 
as investors and corporations 
have begun to panic over the 
recent volatility in shares, raising 
questions as to the origins of the 
sudden free-fall after months of 
record-breaking highs.

Economists say that a correction 
was expected after the meteoric 
rise in the Dow Jones, which 
soared over 700 points within the 
past two weeks, but didn’t expect 
this much turbulence on its way 

back down to Earth. The Dow is 
a market index made up of 30 of 
America’s large public compa-
nies. It is designed to reflect the 
overall health of America’s multi-
national corporations, along with 
the growing employment rate. 
Although the Dow is comprised 
of well-established and successful 
corporations, their stocks still 
fluctuate and are unpredictable 
at best, which ultimately makes 
playing the stock market a high 
stakes game of poker through gut 
feelings and luck.

An increase in wages and the 
prospect of high interest rates 

spooked many investors, igniting 
the opportunity for shareholders 
to bail on their heavily invest 
stock in order to cash in big and 
propelling them to sky high value. 
It just so happened that everyone 
did it at the exact same time, all 
while new Federal Reserve chair-
man Jerome Powell was simulta-
neously being sworn in.

Not only did U.S. markets 
suffer, but markets from Europe 
and Asia also took a beating after 
seeing as much as $4 trillion in 
total stock values evaporate. 

The main concern for Amer-
icans is the heightened risk of 

investing in their 401k and retire-
ment accounts after seeing the 
market plummet below sea level. 
Not only for the common worker, 
but for the younger generation in 
particular, specifically students. 
Saving money is hard enough 
at a young age while attending 
college nonetheless. However, 
experts also say that this dramatic 
decline will not impact the eco-
nomic climate in the near future. 
Considering the unemployment 
rate is 4.1 percent, according to 
NBC News, and hourly wages 
are up 2.9 percent, the best advice 
is to not panic. Although it may 

seem grim, the numbers don’t lie. 
The economy has sustained a long 
enough track record for people to 
believe that the stock market will 
replenish and recover faster and 
stronger than ever before. With 
that being said, financial gurus 
stress the importance of investing 
once the dust settles and being 
willing to endure the ebbs and 
flows of the unpredictable stock 
market. The message for students: 
save your money, invest in the 
green, and be prepared.

Above: Traders at the New York Stock Exchange (left), Trump’s new Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell (right). PHOTO CREDIT:WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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* National Public Radio, September 2015

You’ve begun your college experience.  
Now enhance your journey towards  
a valuable career. 
Transfer to a university ranked by NPR as a top 50 school in the 
nation for emphasizing upward mobility.*

At Holy Family University, 30% of new full-time students began 
their college experience at another institution. Like them, you’ll 
find nearly 40 programs to choose from, the lowest net cost 
option among private universities in Pennsylvania, and a truly 
supportive learning environment. 

Generous scholarship opportunities are available, and on-the-
spot credit evaluations are offered every day.

Register online at holyfamily.edu/BucksTransfer

Transfer to a Path of Success

The Value of Family

Bridget Neirotti
Centurion Staff

There are now several function-
ing 3D printers hidden away in 
the back of Founders Hall for the 
use of faculty and staff under the 
direction of Christine Delahanty, 
the engineering program coordi-
nator at Bucks.

These special printers are stored 
in a locked room that Delahanty 
refers to as the “innovation lab.” 
Due to the complexity of the 
machines, students and faculty 
looking to get a hands-on experi-
ence with the printers will have to 
be trained by Delahanty on how 
to use them. 

Bucks acquired its first 3D 
printer back in 2014, and the col-
lection has slowly been growing 
since. The main type of printer 
used in the lab is the Flashforge, 
which the school owns four of. 
There is also a Makerbot Repli-
cator Z18 which can be used to 
make slighter larger scale prints.

The ability to purchase these 
magnificent machines were split 
“between capital funds, grants, 
and strategic initiatives,” accord-
ing to Delahanty. 

Learning to use the printers has 
come with many trials and errors. 
Delahanty shared that “there’s a 
lot of thought and research and 
processing that goes into 3D 
printing.”

Two shelves of a cabinet in 
the lab are filled with 3D proj-
ects gone wrong. Sometimes the 
base of a printing will slip under 
pressure and result in what looks 
like a tangled pile of spaghetti, or 
it will cool before the rest of the 
model is finished printed, causing 
it to curl oddly. Other times the 
scale of the object just isn’t the 

size it was intended to be.
None of these mishaps will be 

going to waste though. The main 
group of students in charge of the 
printers are currently working on 
a device that will be able to recy-
cle the filament used for printing. 

The objects that are printed cor-
rectly are awe-inspiring due to the 
precision and detail some of them 
possess. The largest object that 
has been printed in the lab so far 
was a replica of the Eiffel Tower, 
which was printed using the Z18 

and took 48 hours to be produced. 
This printer can create pieces 
with dimensions of 12in x 12in x 
18in, the largest out of any of the 
printers in Bucks’ possession. 

The process for 3D printing is a 
very slow one due to the layering 
and detail put in. The material 
used for printing is usually a 
plastic filament and is essentially 
a long string of said plastic on a 
spool. This string is fed into the 
printer where it is then melted and 
extruded from the printer nozzle 

in a very thin form, layering over 
itself to build the design. 

There are two types of plastic 
that the printers are compatible 
with, known as ABS and PLA. 
The lab has access to both kinds, 
although they are not to be used 
together because one will not 
stick to the other. The ABS plastic 
is more durable than the PLA, 
according to Delahanty. Anoth-
er printer in the lab also uses a 
mixture similar to drywall powder 

and super glue in order to create 
ceramic-like models.

“We’re very excited about what 
we get to do back here,” Delahan-
ty beamed. With technology this 
advanced, the future of the STEM 
programs at Bucks looks very 
bright. 

To use the 3D printers, students 
and faculty can contact Delahanty 
at christine.delahanty@bucks.edu.

Founders Hall’s Hidden Secret: A Stash of  3-D Printers

Christine Delahanty and a 3-D Printer PHOTO CREDIT: BRIDGET NEIROTTI
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Finish YOUR DEGREE           
           on YOUR TERMS
You have flexibility in earning your bachelor’s degree from 
Delaware Valley University! Take classes in the evening at 
Bucks County Community College’s Newtown Campus, take an 
online course, commute to Delaware Valley University, or live on 
campus. Choose the path that works best for you. 
 
WHY DELAWARE VALLEY UNIVERSITY?
•  Finish your degree at Bucks or at DelVal
•  Personalized education
•   25+ bachelors degrees available on our  

DelVal campus, 3 available at Bucks  
Newtown campus.

•  Affordable tuition
•  Core-to-Core articulation agreement

delval.edu/earn

700 E. Butler Ave., Doylestown, PA 18901 

TRANSFER FAIR

TUES., MAR. 6 
10 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.

BUCKS NEWTOWN CAMPUS
Rollins Lobby, 2nd floor

TRANSFER TUESDAY

APRIL 17 
10 A.M.

DELAWARE VALLEY UNIVERSITY
RSVP: delval.edu/transfer

Winter Blues: The Effects 
of Seasonal Depression 

BREAYNA CURRAN
Centurion Staff

Students are doing their best to 
maintain positive spirits and good 
vibes during one of the coldest 
winters our area has had in a 
while. 

Even though the winter months 
bring the students most beloved 
thing, winter break, it has its 
negative traits.  Longer nights, 
freezing temperatures, and a 
general mood shift felt by most 
students on campus. Whether for 
better, for worse, students had 
their own mixed feelings about 
the somber days.

Statistically, 6% of people suffer 
from Seasonal Affective Disorder, 
a mood disorder that occurs each 

year around the same time frame. 
14% suffer only from ‘winter 
blues’, a more common and less 
severe type of SAD. When stu-
dents were asked, many reported 
feeling more fatigued, sensitive, 
and less motivated, all symptoms 
of seasonal depression. 

Some students took on a more 
scientific point of view, 19-year-
old Warminster resident and biol-
ogy major, Mariam Ashar said, “I 
think it’s more physical because 
in winter the days are short and 
we have a hormone named mel-
atonin, which is secreted more in 
the dark, making us more tired 
and wanting to go to bed.” 

A 19-year-old Southampton 
local and psychology major, 
Regina Resikoff took a mixed 

approach. “I just get in a funk 
around winter. I feel like from a 
science perspective, maybe it’s 
because we’re inside more so we 
don’t get as many vitamins and 
such.” Resikoff stated how she’s 
been dealing with SAD from a 
young age, but has gotten better 
over time. 

 Other students viewed it as a 
psychological tug of war, seeing 
winter as an emotional roller 
coaster. 

Early childhood and education 
major, 19-year-old Amber Yates 
from Warminster described it as 
“it’s just overall gloomy.” When 
asked if it affects her life majorly, 
she said, “I get tired in the day 
more often and I do worse in 
school, my grades get lower, I feel 

like I want to dropout.” An alarm-
ing phrase for any college student 
to say.   

The emotional impact nature is 
having on our students is one of 
serious concern and should be one 
raising questions on what we can 
do as a community to help each 
other. 

On a more positive note, stu-
dents have shown they have strat-
egies for bringing more positivity 
than negativity to light during 
these winter blues.  

“I try to distract myself and 
throw myself into whatever is 
going on in my life like school or 
work the best I can,” says Gina 
Kephart, a 19-year-old liberal arts 
major from Warminster. 

Another way to keep spirits 
high is possibly just reaching out, 
“When people ask me if I’m okay, 
just letting me have reassurance 
that I’m cared for,” Yates admit-
ted. 

Guidance counseling is avail-
able from 8:30-4:30pm Mon-
day through Friday and can be 
reached on campus, by email 
(counseling@bucks.edu), or by 
phone at 215-968-8189. There are 
also 24-hour hotlines available on 
the information page as well as 
other emergency contacts.

All mental illnesses, long or 
short term, are a serious concern. 
If you feel you need help or think 
someone you know needs help, 
Bucks offers counseling services 
both free of charge and confiden-
tial. Bucks counseling can also 
put you on the path to a longer 
term and more permanent solu-
tion, like ongoing therapy. Never 
be afraid to ask from help from 
someone you trust, and please 
remember that everyone is going 
through something. It is important 
we are kind, we listen, and we 
help.
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Contact 215.951.2900 or SCPS@PhilaU.edu to 

request a meeting with an academic advisor, to 

have your transcripts evaluated for transfer credits, 

to ask questions and to be invited to upcoming 

information sessions.

Multiple Locations:

East Falls Campus
4201 Henry Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144

Bucks County Campus 
Bucks County Technology Park  

4800 E. Street Road, Trevose, PA 19053

Delaware County
Pennsylvania Institute of Technology

800 Manchester Avenue, Media, PA 19063

From application to graduation—our academic advisors  

are with you throughout your entire education, providing 

the support you need to stay on track.

Program Features:

•   Transfer up to 72 credits as a full-time or part-time 

student

•  8-week terms, 5 terms per year 

•   Convenient class schedules, meeting once a week 

(evenings, afternoons, or Saturday mornings)

•   Several online courses offered per term

•   Professors with expertise and real-world experience

•   Opportunity to earn credits for lifelong learning or  

professional development

Choice of 11 Majors:

•  Accounting

•  Business Management

•  Behavioral and Health Services

•  Health Sciences

•  Health Services Management

•  Human Resource Management

•  Information Technology

•  Law Enforcement Leadership

•   Leadership in Emergency Services

•   Leadership in Homeland Security

•  Organizational Leadership

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE for 

Bucks County Community College 

Students who graduate with GPAs 

of 3.0 or Higher

“The School of Continuing and Professional 

Studies allowed me to graduate in half the 

time that a four-year institution would have 

demanded. They were able to work with me 

so that I could transfer in most of my previous 

work. I also received an academic scholarship 

based on my performance at a local 

community college. The top benefit was the 

connections that I made—I had professors 

offer for me to shadow at their workplace 

and connect me with their colleagues.” 
JENN KOPSIE ’14

with Jefferson’s (Philadelphia University + Thomas Jefferson University)  
School of Continuing and Professional Studies 

Be Real-World Ready

Accelerated Bachelor of Science Degree Completion Program

 www.EastFalls.Jefferson.edu/SCPS



Bucks-News.com @Centurion_Bucks

Campus News
7

CenturionFebruary 22, 2018

Heaven Is A Place With Therapy Dogs
Byron Guzman
Centurion Staff

Well, that might not be the case 
if you’re into cats, guinea pigs, 
rabbits, or snakes, but Comfort 
Dogs on Campus is sure to please 
the students who would agree that 
being in a room full of dogs is 
only a slice of paradise.

When speaking to Jennifer 
Osinski, the director of the Acces-
sibility Office here at Bucks, she 
explained that Comfort Dogs on 
Campus is an event that begins 
from March 1, from 11:30 a.m., 
to 1:30 p.m. in which “a volunteer 
group shows up to provide thera-
py dogs for students and faculty. “ 

Osinski also added that the 
event would take place “here at 
the Students Services Office, in 
the room behind the receptionist’s 
desk.” The purpose of this event 
is to reduce stress in students by 
providing emotional support and 
improving moods through these 
therapy dogs. 

The therapy dogs belong to 
Nor’Wester Therapy Dogs, a 
non-profit organization that 
once started as a “reading dog” 
program but has now evolved 
into an organization dedicated to 
all branches of education, in the 
effort to become a true learning 
program. 

More specifically, the organiza-
tion uses therapy dogs to motivate 
children into working by making 
their environment more enjoyable, 

which would enhance their learn-
ing experience. In addition, the 
therapy dog handlers work well 
with children and support them by 
helping them with their academic 
and reading skills. 

In addition, the organization 
also participates with the com-
munity, in events that support 
the group’s mission. The group 
also aids in crisis intervention, in 
which therapy dog teams work 
with other groups to support fam-
ilies and students going through a 
community-wide tragedy.

Although they have worked 
with many schools, Osinski 
admitted that this would be the 
first time working together for 
such a program. In other words, 
this event is a pilot, and of it goes 
well, then there could be more 
collaborations with this organiza-
tion in the future.

Despite this being the first 
time, Osinski wasn’t worried in 
the least. She revealed that her 
confidence comes from the fact 
that many faculty members here 
at Bucks had already worked with 
the organization and have always 
been met with great reviews.

Faced with such positive com-
ments, Osinski happily stated, 
“We’re very lucky to have such a 
supportive team. They’re fantastic 
and I look forward to working 
with them.” 

When asked if there would be 
another events such as this one, 
Osinski replied by saying that al-
though there could be more in the 

future, she noted 
that in the end, it 
is all “one step at 
a time.”

Osinski ended 
it off by saying 
that she is “look-
ing forward to 
meeting every-
one” and also 
mentioned that 
“if any student 
needs help, to 
reach out to our 
services,” jok-
ingly adding that 
they are all free. 
More seriously, 
she expressed 
her optimism 
for this event 
and ended by 
saying that she 
and the Student 
Services Office 
truly “would like 
to help anyone in 
need.”

If you would 
like to know 
more about the 
organization, 
visit www.Nor-
WesterReaders.
com. If you’re 
a big dog lover, 
then this is not 
an event that you 
want to miss, so 
stop by when 
you have the 
chance!

Meet Lisa Angelo: Bucks’ New Provost

Mike Vigilante
Centurion Staff

Inside of the sprawling manor 
of Tyler Hall sits an office flanked 
on each side by vintage sol-
id-wood paneling that was once 
George Tyler’s study. Now, it is 
the office of Bucks’ new Provost, 
Lisa Angelo. 

Angelo, whose background is in 
math, had not originally planned 
on a life in academics when she 
began teaching part-time busi-
ness calculus courses at West 
Connecticut State University, but 
knew she had found her passion 
the first time she entered a class-
room.

“As soon as I walked into the 
classroom I said ‘this is where I 
was supposed to be,’ said Angelo. 
“It was an epiphany.”

Angelo may not be your typical 
born-and-bred college adminis-
trator. She is a first-generation 
college student – something 
that she feels helps her identify 
more closely with the students at 
Bucks.

“I identify very well with the 
students we have here on campus, 
and I’m a good example of how 
going to college and having an 
education can change not only 

your life, but your whole family’s 
life.”

“I’m the first one to graduate 
college, but my daughter has a 
PhD,” said Angelo. 

“It just perpetuates itself. We 
live the mission here. We’ve been 
there.”

The dean of STEM prior to her 
promotion to provost, Angelo 
helped to oversee the construction 
of Bucks’ new science building, 
although she remains reluctant 
to take too much credit for the 
project, instead eager to praise the 
leadership of Bucks’ president, 
Dr. Stephanie Shanblatt.

“I hesitate to [take too much 
credit] because I think it’s Dr. 
Shanblatt’s pet project.”

“She’s smart. She’s well read. 
She’s a do-er. She doesn’t sit in 
her ivory tower,” Angelo said of 
Dr. Shanblatt. “She was in the 
science center with her sleeves 
rolled up and the plans out. She 
was down to picking out tile.”

The need for better STEM 
building was clear when Angelo 
had given the then newly appoint-
ed dean a tour of the old science 
facilities. “They were 50 years 
old, they were dark, they were 
uninviting, unexciting biology 
labs in the basement with no 

windows.”
That collaborative effort re-

sulted in a building that perfectly 
exemplifies the vision and passion 
of all involved.

“The science building is bright 
and visual. The underlying theme 
throughout the building is ‘sci-
ence on display,’” said Angelo. 
“There’s a lot of collaborative 
spaces where students can go 
work on a project or just go sit 
and study.”

Although by the time the 
building opened, she was already 
serving as interim provost, Angelo 
says that watching it come togeth-
er was the most exciting thing that 
she’s been a part of since she’s 
been at Bucks.

“What I love about it, and I 
walk through it a lot,” Angelo 
continued, “it’s kind of taken a 
personality of its own. Students 
do hang out there, but they’re 
respectful of the space.”

The passion that Angelo feels 
about student success is palpa-
ble, and she, like her predecessor 
Clayton Railey III, believes that 
quality academic advising is tan-
tamount to student success.

“Good advising is imperative,” 
Angelo explained. “That fact that 
we now require all students to be 

advised as opposed to, before, it 
used to be full-time students, it 
gives us an opportunity to connect 
with a student and to make sure 
they’re making the right deci-
sions.”

The concern is that students 
make decision based on incom-
plete or wrong information, or on 
their own intuition. 

“What we really hope to have 
is an advising model where every 
student gets really good advising 
from day one – that they connect 
with that advisor and continue to 
see that advisor, of which they are 
discipline specific.”

But oftentimes, a students’ 
schedule interferes with the limit-
ed availability of faculty advising. 
To remedy this, the advisory 
board council recently passed a 
new advising model.

“We’re beginning to implement 
that model, which is a combi-
nation of faculty advisors and pro-
fessional advisors,” said Angelo. 

“We want to serve students when 
they want to be served – this new 
model will allow us to do that.”

“I think advising is really im-
portant and we continue to refine 
that model.”

In Lisa Angelo, Bucks’ has a 
provost that cares deeply and pas-
sionately about student success.

When asked where she hopes 
to see the school five years from 
now, Angelo’s focus was solely 
placed on increasing graduation 
rates and students value in earning 
their degree.

“I see our graduation rates go-
ing up. It is my hope that students 
see the value of earning their 
certificate or degree before they 
transfer.”

“A lot of students come here 
with one foot outside of the door, 
I would really like to see them 
come and immerse themselves 
and really value the experience 
they get here and get their degree 
before they go.”

Bucks’ Provost, Lisa Angelo.  PHOTO COURTESY OF LISA ANGELO.

Fireplace in the Angelo’s office.   PHOTO CREDIT: SHANNON HARRAR
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You are 
Practical. 

Hardworking. 
Experienced. 

Different.
So are we.

wilmu.edu/Transfer

• Transfer your entire 
associate degree

• 150+ degree and 
certificate programs

• Surprisingly affordable

Experience the 
WilmU difference.

We’re from Philly. No One Likes Us, We Don’t Care!
Megan Conroy
Centurion Staff

Welcome to Philadelphia, City 
of Brotherly Love and home to 
the Super Bowl LII champions. 
On Feb. 8, 2018, hundreds of 
thousands of people gathered on 
the streets from Lincoln Financial 
Field to the Philadelphia Muse-
um of Art to welcome the Eagles 
home from their amazing win in 
Minnesota. 

The city had just gotten finished 
celebrating the win from Sunday, 
but no one had come down from 
the adrenaline high it caused. 
The busses packed with players, 
coaches, staff, and family depart-

ed from the stadium at 10:45 a.m., 
but some of the parade goers at 
the museum had claimed their 
spots as early as 9 p.m. the night 
before. Despite the lack of sleep, 
no one in the city appeared to 
be tired. As soon as the first bus 
departed through the gates, the 
crowd roared. 

The win has evidently been 
incredibly important to the city 
of Philadelphia. The first Super 
Bowl win in franchise history, the 
win that some people have been 
waiting for their entire lives. Mike 
Kasloski, a 48-year-old, said, 
“I’ve been watching since I was 
10. This win is everything.” 

Albert Vittorini is a 91-year-old 

man who claimed, “I’ve 
waited my whole life 
to be standing at this 
parade.” He couldn’t 
wait to see the players 
hoist that trophy in the 
air that morning. 

The energy was in 
everyone, including the 
teenagers who dropped 
every responsibility 
of that Thursday and 
took trains in from the 
suburbs. Nick Muro, 
an 18-year-old senior 
at Council Rock North, 
“has been waiting 18 
years for this and the 
city wide party was well 
worth it.” He explained 
that his favorite part of 
the day besides, Jason 
Kelce’s speech,“was 
climbing on top of 
garbage trucks and into 
trees” to get his very 
own perspective on the 
parade. 

While the parade 
goers celebrated sur-
rounded by thousands 
of their closest friends, 
a man named Kevin 
Friel celebrated on top 
of the first bus from 
Lincoln Financial field. 
Kevin has been a part of 
the Eagles program all season, sporting the L in the E-A-

G-L-E-S flag line the viewers see 
running across their television 
screens. “I didn’t know I was 
going to be in the parade until the 
night before, and all the flag guys 
were pretty anxious about it.” He 
said, before describing the expe-
rience of a lifetime he had during 
the parade. 

Kevin’s morning began casual-
ly, a brunch with the Philadelphia 
Eagles. It was quiet and tame until 
Jason Kelce, clad in his Mum-
mers’ outfit, broke the silence 
with a song from Rocky blasting. 
“He came in with a stereo in one 
hand, and a Bud Light in the oth-
er.” Friel recalled. 

He got a glimpse of being a 
celebrity atop the float with the 
cheerleaders, waving his flag 
throughout the entire parade 
route. He even met multiple fa-
miliar faces, like Doug Pederson, 

and Governor Wolfe. 
“Every inch we rolled, we saw 

thousands of new faces.” He 
snapped selfies with the crowd 
behind him, and watched as fans 
of all kinds celebrated the people 
in the busses behind him. “To me, 
we just really felt the love from 
the fans, however many the final 
tally was.” Although, Friel’s real 
claim to fame for the day was 
being the assistant to the Eagles 
mascot, Swoop. 

The day ended at the Art 
Museum with speeches from the 
staff and the players. Each player 
got their chance to say what they 
wanted to say, but the one speech 
no one will ever forget came from 
an energized Jason Kelce. 

Although the first Super Bowl 
victory will go down in history 
as the best one, both the team and 
the city hope that this feeling will 
last for years to come.

What To Do With Nick Foles?
Anthony DiRenzo
Centurion Staff

After such an unexpected 
turn of events, our Philadelphia 
Eagles are Super Bowl Cham-
pions. Coach Doug Pederson 
and Executive Vice President of 
Eagles’ football operations Howie 
Roseman could not have done 
a better job this past offseason, 
many of the acquisitions helped 
us tremendously on top of having 
a few contracts in favor of the 
team with pivotal decisions now 
at hand.  

However, one particular player 
under contract is all the buzz after 
winning Super Bowl MVP. Nick 
Foles is the talk of the football 
world right now and everyone 
wants to know what the champi-
onship QB is going to do. Look-
ing back at this past year, it is 
amazing to think he lead this team 
to beat the most notorious dynasty 
in NFL history. Nick Foles was 
nothing less than composed and 
smart while going shot for shot in 
the big game against Tom Brady, 
and on top of that caught a touch-
down pass, the first to do this in 
NFL history.

Now the real question should 
be, what should Nick Foles want 
to do… Think about it, the guy 
just brought us home the first 

Super Bowl in franchise histo-
ry. He didn’t do it alone, but he 
proved himself, and showed how 
much he invested himself into 
this team as well. It appears that 
Nick Foles is more than happy 
here, and his dreams have come 
true. The Eagles still have a role 
for Nick when Carson Wentz is 
injured, and he may need to start 
a few games next year if Wentz 
is not ready in time. I think all 
Eagles fans would agree when we 
say we cannot stress enough how 
much this championship means 
to us, and it is partly because of 
him. We should not turn our back 
on him and ship him off for the 
best offer, unless 1. He wants to 
start, and 2. We cannot offer him 
the money he desires. Foles does 
not come off as the guy to chase 
money, but you never know. All 
I know is before signing here 
last season he was contemplating 
retirement, and now he is a Super 
Bowl champion and MVP. He 
really seems to love Philadelphia, 
and understands the city after this 
run, and even those prior when he 
first started here. 

Some Bucks students felt 
similarly, Mason Sullivan, 19, a 
business major said “I really think 
he’s found a home in Philadel-
phia. Nobody looked at him as a 
backup before this season and he 
proved he can do that and more 

this season, 110 percent. I also 
think we will need him more than 
other teams next season with the 
pace of Wentz injury recovery.” 
Nick Cass, 19, undecided said 
“The Eagles should keep Nick 
after the performance he showed 
the world in not only the Super 
Bowl, but each game he played 
when Wentz went down. I’d feel 
incomplete without him as an 
Eagle this year.” Most of our 
student feedback was positive, as 
you would expect with lifelong 
fans of the team finally winning it 
all. Although some students were 
conflicted, like Connor Palush, 
19, a business major, said “The 
Eagles should either hold on to 
him if he feels comfortable being 
the backup quarterback next sea-
son and if he is upset when Wentz 
takes back the starting job they 
need to find a buyer for him.” Joe 
Roatche, 20, communications ma-
jor said, “Unless Howie is blown 
away by a deal he needs to keep 
Foles as the backup. Nowhere 
else will you get a proven backup 
with a low cap hit.” As you can 
see most of the students were on 
the same page. Football analysts 
everywhere have ideas on what 
they think will happen, but I think 
most of us in the city of brotherly 
love would want nothing more 
than to keep him at least one more 
season. 

PHOTO CREDIT: ABOVE: GABBY HOUCK; BELOW: SHANNON HARRAR
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