
 

 

BUCKS COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

 
Newtown Campus  

Tyler 142 
 

Date:  December 9, 2010 
Time:  1:35 P.M. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT:  
 

 J. Peter Dominick, Presiding 
Dr. Frederick Breitenfeld, Jr. 
S. W. Calkins  
James M. Dancy  
Frank Fazzalore  
Elizabeth Fineburg  
Elizabeth Graver  
Otto Grupp III  

Frederick Gudknecht 
Madeline Kemper  
Carol Mignoni-Ferguson 
Garney Morris  
Bernard O’Neill  
Thomas Skiffington  
Jeffrey Garton, Esq.  
Dr. James Linksz 

 
ABSENT: Blake Eisenhart, S. W. Calkins 
                     

The meeting was called to order at 1:35 PM by Mr. Dominick. 
 
Mr. Dominick announced that earlier in the day the Board of Trustees met in executive session to 
discuss personnel, labor relations, and real estate matters.   
 
Upon motion by Ms. Fineburg, seconded by Dr. Breitenfeld, the minutes of the November 
meeting were approved.   
 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT REPORT 
 

SGA President Joe Sawa reported that a Newtown Pep Rally was held on November 17and was 
very successful in promoting student involvement. A student dressed as the Centurion, the Bucks 
mascot, was a popular attraction at the event.  The SGA partnered with the local NAACP in 
hosting a fundraising basketball tournament. The Drama Club held their improv show recently 
and is working on a production of Macbeth for next semester.  The Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship hosted a get together and the Philanthropy Club encouraged students to study for 
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finals by distributing Smarties and beverages. LBC sponsored several activities including their 
3rd Annual Diversity Luncheon, a successful SIFE co-sponsored food drive, and a veterans 
appreciation communication campaign. Student Programming Board planned and hosted Winter 
Holiday Bashes held on all three campuses featuring food, activities and holiday movies. 
 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 
Dr. Linksz offered his personal congratulations to Professor Roberta Mayer on her selection as 
the Case Professor of the Year for Pennsylvania.   
 
The President also noted that Trustee Garney Morris was honored recently as the outgoing Chair 
of the Bucks County Workforce Investment Board (WIB); the festivities included a roast and 
humorous imaginary slide show narrated by a WIB colleague.  Dr. Linksz recognized the service 
of Mr. Morris and thanked him for leaving the organization in a favorable position for continued 
progress and future accomplishments. 
 
During the College Recognition Ceremony held on campus in mid-November many employees 
observing service anniversaries were honored including the following with exceptionally long 
tenure:  Professor Mart Sutton 45 years, Professor Tom Mazurek 40 years, and Professor Frank 
Dominguez, Professor Michaeleen Lee and Vice President Barbara Miller all with 35 years of 
service.  Also honored were eleven employees who earned new degrees within the past year.  
Those chosen to receive the Administrative Special Recognition Award were feted at the 
Holiday Reception on December 7. 
 
Faculty members in the spotlight include Professors Jack Beyer, Maria Dumlau, Susan Hagen 
and Mark Sfirri, all of the Department of the Arts, who received recognition for their work.  
Faculty librarians Margaret Montet, Bill Hemming and Brian Johnstone presented on mobile 
learning at a library conference. MaST faculty member Deb Geoghan was featured in My IT Lab 
by Pearson Publications for her work on using technology to make presentations with flair.   
 
The Pennridge Chamber of Commerce recently honored Trustee Betty Graver with the 
Presidential Award and the Upper Bucks Campus with the Good Neighbor Award.  Dr. Lou 
Woodruff of the Testing Center was recognized for his national work in the testing field as well 
as his avocational activities in theatre and music in the local community. Steve Bacher presented 
a session on Face Book advertising at a national marketing/public relations meeting.   
 
The eLearning staff has been selected to receive the 2011 Award for Excellence in eLearning 
from the Information Technology Council.  The efforts to promote sustainability on campus 
championed by the Physical Plant department were highlighted in the article Sustainability 
Success Stories in Community College Week magazine.  Student choral groups have been sharing 
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their talents through campus concerts, and via performances at a Lower Bucks Chapter of the 
Red Cross event and at the College Holiday Reception. 
 
The College received news coverage for several Arts events including the Dysfunctional Art 
Exhibit, the weeklong creation of the Sand Mandala, the poetry reading by Major Jackson and 
WHYY exposure for both the sculpture of Stella Tyler and the Artmobile.     
 
  

CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Dominick wished the attendees a happy holiday season and peace in the New Year.  On 
behalf of the trustees the Chair thanked the faculty, staff and students for their hard work and 
accomplishments during the year.  Mr. Dominick also recognized the achievements of Professor 
Mayer as well as the great honor bestowed on both her and the College by her selection as the 
Case Professor of the Year. 
 
Mr. Dominick reported that action on the Board of Trustees By-Laws revision has been deferred 
until the January meeting. 

 
 

FOUNDATION REPORT 
 
Foundation Liaison Trustee Garney Morris reported that the Foundation completed its 
allocations to fund campus projects this year.  Since the inception of the Request for Support 
Program the Foundation has provided more than $700,000 to fund projects proposed by faculty 
and staff.  The independent audit firm for the Foundation completed its work and issued a clean 
report.  The first Annual Fund Phonathon utilizing student and alumni volunteers has concluded 
with 2,000 calls completed in eight days.   
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

There was no public comment. 
 

 
BOARD COMMITTEES 

 
 
STUDENT & COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE – Carol Mignoni-Ferguson, Chair 
 
In Ms. Mignoni-Ferguson’s absence Ms. Kemper chaired the meeting.  Barbara Ford, Director, 
Transfer Services, presented a report highlighting tools available to assist students in the transfer 
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process as well as the schools to which Bucks students transfer most frequently.  Temple 
University has been the primary transfer site for Bucks students for some time as it offers 
relatively low tuition, easily commutable location and program of study diversity.  Dr. Linksz 
noted that transfer rate is an important statistic for the College as transfer is the stated goal of the 
majority of entering students. 
 
 Donna Wilkoski, Director, Financial Aid, offered a statistical overview of the growth in 
financial aid applications and aid awarded over the time period 2007-2010.  As a result of the 
high rate of unemployment, the past year has seen increased use of special conditions guidelines 
to calculate student aid eligibility which frequently result in increased aid awards to students.  
 
 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE – Dr. Frederick Breitenfeld, Chair 
 
Provost Annette Conn introduced Dr. Roberta Mayer as the CASE Professor of the Year for 
Pennsylvania.  Dr. Conn noted that Dr. Mayer was chosen for this honor from 300 candidates 
representing colleges and universities across the state.  Dr. Mayer’s excellence both in teaching 
and scholarly research were factors in her successful competition for this high honor.  Dr. Mayer 
remarked that she enjoys her daily experiences with students and the environment at Bucks 
which encourages and supports her work.   
 
Next Assistant Academic Dean John Mathews reviewed the Department of the Arts Annual 
Report for 2009-2010.  Mr. Matthews thanked the many departments which meet the often 
unique needs posed by his department.  Mr. Matthews noted that the fine work done in educating 
students in the arts could not be done without the efforts of the outstanding full time and part 
faculty and staff.  Trustees received a copy of the publication which annually reflects the 
activities of the Department of the Arts. 
 
     
STRATEGIC PLANNING, MARKETING & ASSESSMENT – Blake Eisenhart, Chair 
 
The committee had no report this month. 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE – James M. Dancy, Chair 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Dancy, seconded by Dr. Breitenfeld, the Board of Trustees approved 
the bid award for hazardous material breathing apparatus to be used at the Doylestown 
PSTC to Breathe Safe Fire & Equipment Company, Inc. for $33,610. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Dancy, seconded by Dr. Breitenfeld, the Board of Trustees approved 
the contract award for bottled water service to Deerpark Direct/DBA Nestle Waters, Inc. 
for $455/month, $5,455 for 12 months and a total of $16,362 over 3 years.  
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Upon motion by Mr. Dancy, seconded by Dr. Breitenfeld, the Board of Trustees approved 
the following two sole source contracts: 

• Two pianos to Jacobs Music Company of Philadelphia for $42,394. 
• Two hospital beds to Hill-Rom, Inc.; one at $5,947 and one at $11,894 for a 

total of $17,841. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Dancy, seconded by Mr. Morris, the Board of Trustees approved a 
change order for construction management services for the Lower Bucks Public Safety 
Training Center to KCBA Architects, Inc. for $86,000. 
 
Mr. Fazzalore reported that the Audit Committee met with representatives of ParenteBeard on 
December 2 when the independent auditors delivered a clean audit report and management letter.  
Mr. Fazzalore also noted that all issues of concern in the area of internal audit were also cleared.  
Mr. Fazzalore extended his personal thanks to Vice President Dennis Matthews for the excellent 
work done by Mr. Matthews and the College finance staff to achieve such outstanding results 
and Mr. Dancy echoed his comments.   
 
Upon motion by Mr. Dancy, seconded by Mr. Fazzalore, the Board of Trustees accepted 
the College’s annual Audit Report for fiscal year 2009-2010 as presented by ParenteBeard, 
LLC. 
 
Upon motion by Dr. Breitenfeld, seconded by Mr. Fazzalore, the Board officially expressed 
its appreciation to the staff who worked on the audit for their steadfast and excellent work.  
These individuals include Dennis Matthews, Dave Jerdan, Terry Holman and Stevel 
Forstrom who completed the audit with assistance from Gregory McClendon and Nancy 
Pruskowski. of the Budget Office.   
 
Financial statements through November 30, 2010 were provided as an information item. 
 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE—Elizabeth Fineburg  
 
The College staffing report was provided as an information item. 
 
 
BOARD COMMENTS  
 
On behalf of the full Board Chair Peter Dominick recognized the retirement of Vice President 
Karen Dawkins who has gone above and beyond through her service to both the campus 
community and the community at large throughout here long and distinguished career at Bucks 
County Community College.  Through her unfailing commitment to developing an atmosphere 
promoting student success, her consummate professionalism and her considerable leadership 
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skills she has been instrumental in making the College the wonderful resource it is today.  Mr. 
Dominick observed that Ms. Dawkins is a quality individual who has been an asset to both the 
students of the College and the citizens of the County and remarked that the College will fill her 
position but will never replace Karen.  Mr. Dominick presented Vice President Dawkins with a 
gift to express the Board’s appreciation for her long and faithful service and the audience 
responded with a standing ovation.  A small informal reception followed the meeting. 
 
Upon the motion being duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 2:35 PM.  The 
next meeting of the Board of Trustees will be on January 13 at 1:30 PM on the Newtown 
Campus. 
 
 
______________________________________________James Dancy, Secretary 
 
 
 


