
BUCKS COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

 
Newtown Campus  

Room 142 
 

Date:  October 11, 2007 
Time:  1:30 P.M. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT:  
 
            Elizabeth Fineburg, Presiding 
 Dr. Frederick Breitenfeld, Jr. 
 S. W. Calkins 
 Blake Eisenhart 
 Frank Fazzalore  

Frederick Gudknecht 
Elizabeth Graver 
Otto Grupp III 

Madeline Kemper 
Garney Morris 
Bernie O’Neill 
Thomas Skiffington 
Dr. James J. Linksz 
Jeffrey Garton, Esq.  
 

 
ABSENT: 
 John Long 
 Carol Mignoni Ferguson 
      
The meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM by Ms. Fineburg, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Ms. Fineburg announced that earlier in the day the Board of Trustees met in executive session to 
discuss personnel, labor relations, and real estate matters. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Fazzalore, seconded by Ms. Graver, the minutes of the September 
meeting were approved. 

 
STUDENT GOVERNMENT REPORT 

 
Matt Cipriano, Director, Student Life Programs, presented the report in the absence of Juli 
Donlen, Student Government Association President.  SGA has approved two new clubs: Chess 
Club and Upper Bucks Environmental Club.  SGA is also developing proposals to consider a 
revision to the campus smoking policy and a change in mascot.  Halloweeen dances and other 
seasonal activities are planned on all campuses.  Recent highlights at the Upper Bucks Campus 
include the community services fair, a blood drive and planning for the Spring 08 Habitat for 
Humanity project.  At the Lower Bucks Campus a blood drive is scheduled and a pond cleanup 
activity was recently completed.  Union Program Board at Newtown sponsored a successful 
leadership seminar.    
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Dr. Linksz presented his report. 
   

• Dr. Linksz noted the recent passing of Carolyn Mignoni, the mother of trustee Carol 
Mignoni Ferguson, and offered sympathy on behalf of the College community. 

• President Linksz acknowledged the positive press coverage provided by the local media 
for the opening of the new campus.  He also highlighted the contributions of many staff 
members without which the campus would not have become a reality. 

• Dr. Linksz reported that LBC Phase II should open on time for the start of the January 
2008 semester.  Planning is underway for the expansion of the Upper Bucks Campus with 
that project slated for completion in Fall 2009. 

• Dr. Linksz highlighted some faculty accomplishments.  Professor Mark Sfirri continues 
to receive national recognition for his activity in fine woodworking.  Professor Earl 
Arrowood was featured in the local media for his work with the Special Olympics and 
Professor Michaeleen Lee is serving as chair of the Two Year College Chemistry 
Committee.  

• President Linksz reported that Trustee Frank Skiffington was recently honored by the 
Upper Bucks Chamber of Commerce. 

• Finally, Dr. Linksz related that he and Trustee Betty Graver recently attended the All 
Trustee Assembly of the PA Commission on Community Colleges in Harrisburg.  Ms. 
Graver commented on the value of the information she gained at the meeting, in 
particular recognition of the great diversity among the community colleges in the state 
relative to funding partners and level of local support.  Topics discussed were state 
funding for operating and capital needs, as well as pending legislation which would 
impact community colleges.  Ms. Graver conveyed her renewed appreciation for the 
leadership provided by Dr. Linksz, the level of support offered by the county, and the fine 
educational programming which occurs as a result.   

 
 

CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
There was no report from the Chair. 

 
 

FOUNDATION REPORT 
 
 Executive Director Tobias Bruhn reported that the Foundation celebrated its 25th anniversary on 
August 9.  To commemorate that milestone a group of current and former board members are 
funding a scholarship to be awarded at the 2008 Honors Convocation, with $3,000 raised to date. 
The Golf Outing on September 24 at Indian Valley Country Club was successful, netting 
$35,000 which represents a 30% increase over last year.  Mr. Bruhn noted that the latest edition 
of the Foundation Newsletter was just mailed and the Alumni Gazebo newsletter is expected 
soon.  The Foundation received donations totaling $7,000 from alumni; the funds were 
designated for the Library and the Tutoring Center.    
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mr. Moe Sood and Ms. Sonja Lengal addressed the Board on behalf of the Swamp Road 
Residents Group.  They presented suggestions, for Trustee consideration, of ways in which the 
College and the Residents Group might work together to address traffic issues on Swamp Road. 
 
 
 

BOARD COMMITTEES 
 
 
STUDENT & COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE – Dr. Rick Breitenfeld Jr., Chair 
 
Dr. Breitenfeld asked Vice President Barbara Miller to introduce Matt Cipriano, Director, 
Student Life Programs.  Mr. Cipriano described the activities held to commemorate Constitution 
Day and provided each of the trustees with a pocket copy of the Constitution. 
 
 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE - Carol Mignoni Ferguson, Chair 
 
In Ms. Mignoni Ferguson’s absence Mr. Morris chaired the meeting and introduced Dr. Conn.  
Dr. Conn and the area Assistant Academic Deans introduced the new special term contract and 
tenure track faculty recently hired by the College.  Dr. Conn also reviewed the annual grant 
report which detailed $1,638,477 obtained by the College during fiscal year 2007. 
 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING, MARKETING & ASSESSMENT – Otto Grupp III, Chair 
 
Mr. Grupp chaired the meeting and introduced Liz Kulick, Assistant Dean, Enrollment Services. 
Ms. Kulick reviewed the highlights of the annual report on high school enrollment.  Over the 
past five years a steady rate of 18-19% of county high school graduates have enrolled at Bucks. 
 
Next, Carole Reese, Executive Assistant to the Vice President for Research, Planning & 
Assessment, introduced a new survey which will be administered this fall.  The Noel-Levitz 
Student Satisfaction Inventory will provide information regarding student expectations and 
satisfaction that is not measured by other survey instruments in use at the College. 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE - Elizabeth Graver, Chair 
 
Upon motion by Ms. Graver, seconded by Mr. Gudknecht, the Board of Trustees approved 
the following bid awards: 

• Financial Aid & Student Life office renovation: 
* General contractor to Walter Brucker & Co. for $345,200. 
* Electrical contractor to Dayspring Electric, Inc. for $70,000. 
* Mechanical contractor to B & S Sheet Metal, Inc. for $155,766. 

• Founders Hall flooring project to Hood Floors, Inc. for $58,760. 
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• Network replacement equipment Gateway Center & Library for network upgrade 
to Heavy Water, LTD for $166,739. 

• Spring 2008 all county non-credit course brochure to Eagle Printing Company for 
$35,112. 

 
Upon motion by Ms. Graver, seconded by Mr. Morris, the Board of Trustees approved the 
following other contracts: 

• Linden Lane repaving and Cottage Lane redesign to Gilmore & Associates for 
$14,900.  

• Tyler & Penn Hall renovation project to Hayden Architecture for $23,900. 
 
Vice President Dennis Matthews reported that the College is preparing for a migration to Release 
18 of the Datatel enterprise software.  The College has contracted with Datatel to provide needed 
technical assistance during this transiton.  Mr. Matthews also presented a report on the steps the 
College is taking to ensure campus safety following the Virginia Tech tragedy.  Finally, Mr. 
Matthews reviewed a Physical Plant Infrastructure Review prepared by Mark Grisi, Executive 
Director, Physical Plant.  
 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE—John Long, Chair 
 
In Mr. Long’s absence Ms. Kemper chaired the meeting and noted that there was one 
information item on College staffing levels. 
 
 
BOARD COMMENTS     
 
Garney Morris reported that the Bucks County Workforce Investment Board, which he chairs, is 
working closely with College staff to obtain a substantial workforce development grant which 
would benefit the citizens of the county. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, and upon the motion being duly made 
and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM.  The next meeting of the Board of 
Trustees will be on November 8, 2007 at 1:30 PM on the Upper Bucks Campus. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________S. Willis Calkins, Secretary 
   


