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A QUICK LOOK at USING ARTICLES

Example Usage

o Use When (o Use

i read a great book recently.

Al needs a new computer.

His book gave an insight into the author
I’d like a piano and an organ.

It’s an honor to work here.

My mother is an energetic woman.

Aln) before a noun used for the first time

*Indefinite before a noun that is one of a group
(singular count) or is uncountable

use g with consonant sounds

use an with vowels sounds

use an before an adjective with a vowel

3

s state of mind.

11/00

What did you read? A book.
What does Al need? A computer.

What would you like? A piano..
What is it7 An honor to work...
What is my mother? An energetic...

I found a dress in the attic.
The dress is beautiful!
The red apple is rotten.
This is the best cake I've ever eaten!

The before a noun already introduced
(second mention)

that is a specific noun/identifiable

before superlatives (best, largest...)

*Definire

before ordinal numbers (first, third, last...) The second test was easier.
before a noun used in known context
before a noun used as identification
faclass
at the beginning of a phrase containing an  This is my friend, the one I was telling you about.
appositive

Where did Bob park the car?
The elderly need more help.

Which dress is beautiful? The
dress in the attic.

Which apple? The red one.

Which cake? The best one.

Which test? The second one.

Which car? Bob’s car.

‘Which group needs help? The
elderly.

Which friend is it? The one...

Al needs some new software.
; Al needs some floppy discs.
non-counts but not all members of a group I would like to listen to some jazz music.

cIore

[
O
=3
=
™
v
o
jo>]

noun of non-specific quantity

More-than-one, but not a certain
amount or all.

Mary needs some new clothes.
He went to Paris looking for love.
Most people enjoy vacations.

“Zero” before a noun in a general statement
before non-count or mass nouns
before nouns which represent a group,

category or class

Paraphrased with “in general.”
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